Summary of meeting of TIPH ambassadors 8 February

TIPH Ambassadors, HOM and Senior National Representatives of TIPH Member countries met today.

They received a briefing by the HOM and noted his temporary analysis of the background for the attack against TIPH Headquarters on 8 February 2006.

Ambassadors renewed their support for the TIPH and expressed admiration of the way the current crisis had been handled.

There was Agreement about the importance of the TIPH and of the wish to see the mission resume normal activity as soon as satisfactory security conditions can be established. A clarification of Palestinian commitments will be crucial in this regard.

It was stressed that nations should stand together in solidarity – “ in together – out together”

Ambassadors made an assessment of the present situation and agreed that it is too early to draw any conclusions. HOM will proceed to make a written analysis and draft assessment as soon as possible.

It was noted that the TIPH mandate has just been renewed by both the Israeli and Palestinian side and that the Israeli side has assured the Norwegian co-ordinator of their continued commitment to the TIPH mandate. The co-ordinator has been in touch with and is seeking similar assurances from the Palestinian side.

Norway as co-ordinator and HOM will maintain close contact with both parties in the days to come, with a view to assessing the situation further

Ambassadors noted that Mission staff would stay in Tel Aviv for the time being 

